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Journal Articles, Books, Reports, and Contributions to Edited Volumes 
 
Regional Differences in Informal-Formal Productivity Gaps:  Implications for Productivity 
Growth from Structural Transformation in Ghana, with Saumik Paul. Journal of African Economies, 
2026. journal article | working paper, June 2021. 
 
Poverty Dynamics for Ghana during 2005/06–2016/17: An Investigation using Synthetic 
Panels, with Hai-Anh H. Dang, Tomomi Tanaka, and Kseniya Abanokova. Scientific African, 2024. 
journal article | working paper, January 2024   

 
Benefits and Costs of Public Schooling in Ghana, with Stephen D. Younger, Ghanaian Journal of 
Economics, forthcoming. journal article | working paper, April 2022 
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Younger and Christabel Dadzie, World Bank, Washington DC, 2023. book | working paper, April 
2023 
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Government Social Protection Program Spending and Household Welfare in Lesotho, with 
Joachim Boko and Stephen D. Younger, South African Journal of Economics, 2023. journal article | 
adapted from more extensive research in working paper, January 2021  

 
Delivering Education to the Underserved through a Public-Private Partnership Program in 
Pakistan, with Felipe Barrera-Osorio, David Blakeslee, Matthew Hoover, Leigh Linden, and 
Stephen Ryan, Review of Economics and Statistics 104 (3), 2022. journal article | working paper 1, 
August 2017 | working paper 2, September 2017 | SIEF Evidence to Policy brief, February 2018 

 
Shocks and Social Safety Net Program Participation in Ghana: Descriptive Evidence from 
Linking Climate Risk Maps to Program Beneficiary Rolls, with Mpumelelo Nxumalo, 2022. 
brief 

 
Nutrition Sensitivity of Food and Agriculture in South Asia, with Felipe Dizon and Anna 
Josephson, Global Food Security, 2021. journal article | working paper, March 2019 
 
Botswana National Employment Policy Development: Input Note, with Mpumelelo Nxumalo, 
World Bank, Washington DC, 2019. report 

 
Cities, Slums, and Child Nutrition in Bangladesh, with Kyoung Kim, Quynh T. Nguyen, and 
Ramesh Govindaraj, Review of Development Economics, 2018. journal article | working paper, June 2017 
| World Bank Research Digest entry, fall 2018 

 
Youth Employment in Nepal, with Jasmine Rajbhandary, International Development in Focus, 
World Bank, Washington DC, 2018. book | brief 

 
Health and Nutrition in Urban Bangladesh: Social Determinants and Health Sector 
Governance, with Ramesh Govindaraj, Federica Secci, Sadia Chowdhury, and Jean-Jacques Frere, 
Directions in Development, World Bank, Washington DC, 2018. book 

 
Sri Lanka Education Sector Assessment: Achievements, Challenges, and Policy Options, 
with Halil Dundar, Benoit Millot, Michelle Riboud, Mari Shojo, Harsha Aturupane, and Sangeeta 
Goyal, Directions in Development, World Bank, Washington DC, 2017. book 

 
Public School Teacher Management in Sri Lanka: Issues and Options, South Asia Economic 
Journal 18(1), 2017. journal article | working paper, April 2016 

 
Teacher Performance Pay: Experimental Evidence from Pakistan, with Felipe Barrera-Osorio, 
Journal of Public Economics 148, 2017. journal article | working paper, June 2015 

 
Private School Participation in Pakistan, with Quynh T. Nguyen, Lahore Journal of Economics 20(1), 
2015. journal article | working paper, May 2014 | World Bank Research Digest entry, fall 2014 

 
Evaluating the Impact of Public Student Subsidies on Low-Cost Private Schools in Pakistan, 
with Felipe Barrera-Osorio, Journal of Development Studies 51(7), 2015. journal article | working paper, 
April 2011 
 

https://doi.org/10.1111/saje.12341
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35046/Welfare-Shocks-and-Government-Spending-on-Social-Protection-Programs-in-Lesotho.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article/104/3/399/97702/Delivering-Education-to-the-Underserved-through-a?searchresult=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/28354/WPS8177.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/28354/WPS8177.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.nber.org/papers/w23870
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/852451522681489358/pdf/124813-BRI-PUBLIC-ADD-SERIES-EPPakistanUpdateFinal.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/37024
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912420301218
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/31360/WPS8766.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://imagebank2.worldbank.org/Search/33200551
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/rode.12564
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/27294/WPS8094.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/453431537990061464/pdf/Research-Digest-Fall-2018.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29810/9781464812767.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://imagebank2.worldbank.org/search/30198800
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29091/9781464811999.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/27042/9781464810527.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1391561416684429
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/24225/Public0school0000issues0and0options.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272717300142
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/22180/Teacher0perfor0idence0from0Pakistan.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://lahoreschoolofeconomics.edu.pk/EconomicsJournal/Journals/Volume%2020/Issue%201/01%20Nguyen%20and%20Raju%20ED%20ttc.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/18789/WPS6897.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/746611468156898553/pdf/924580NEWS0Res00Box385356B00PUBLIC0.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00220388.2015.1028535
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/3402/WPS5638.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/3402/WPS5638.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Education Policies and Outcomes in Lagging Regions, in Ejaz Ghani, ed., The Poor Half Billion 
in South Asia: What is Holding Back Lagging Regions? Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2010. book 

  
Gender Equality, Poverty Reduction, and Growth: A Copernican Quest, with Andrew 
Morrison and Nistha Sinha, in Ravi Kanbur and Michael Spence, eds., Equity and Growth in a 
Globalizing World, World Bank, Washington DC, 2010. book  | adapted from more extensive 
research in working paper, September 2007  
 
Gender Equality is Good for the Poor, with Andrew Morrison and Nistha Sinha, Poverty in Focus 
(13), 2008. periodical 
 
Worker Benefits, in Kaushik Basu, ed., Oxford Companion to Economics in India, Oxford University 
Press, New Delhi, 2007. 
 
Unemployment Benefit Systems in Central and Eastern Europe: A Review of the 1990s, with 
Milan Vodopivec and Andreas Wörgötter, Comparative Economic Studies 47(4), 2005. journal article | 
working paper, March 2003 
 
The Lifelong Learning Demonstration: Interim Report, with Larry Buron, Larry Orr, and Terri 
Thompson, Abt Associates, Bethesda, 1998.  
 
Working Papers 
 
Cash Transfers and Employment among Syrian Refugees: Evidence from Rule-Based 
Eligibility in Türkiye, with Freeha Fatima and Efşan Nas Özen, Discussion Paper 18670, Institute 
of Labor Studies (IZA), May 2026. working paper |nontechnical note 
 
Benchmarking Türkiye’s AI Workforce Readiness: A Multidimensional Global Comparison 
Using LinkedIn Data, with Freeha Fatima and Efşan Nas Özen, Social Policy and Labor 
Discussion Paper 2625, World Bank, April 2026. working paper  
 
Artificial Intelligence and Labor Market Adjustment in Türkiye: Evidence from LinkedIn 
Data, with Freeha Fatima and Efşan Nas Özen, Social Policy and Labor Discussion Paper 2624, 
World Bank, April 2026. working paper  
 
Missing Jobs Are a Conversion Problem, Not Just a Demand Problem, with Paolo Belli. Social 
Protection Discussion Paper 2615, World Bank, March 2026. working paper | blog  
 
How Social Enterprises May Foster Labor Market Inclusion: Economic Channels and a 
Research Agenda. Social Protection Discussion Paper 2612, World Bank, February 2026. working 
paper  
 
Vertical Skills Mismatch in Türkiye’s Labor Market: Evidence from Refined Measures, with 
Saumik Paul, Social Protection Discussion Paper 2518, World Bank, June 2025. working paper 

 
Evaluating the Employment Effects of a Labor Market Integration Program for Syrian 
Refugees and Turkish Nationals in Türkiye: Baseline Report, with Efşan Nas Özen, Social 
Protection Discussion Paper 2516, World Bank, June 2025. working paper 

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/806651468337187130/pdf/733730PUB0Poor00disclsoed0100240120.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/pt/339541468162861241/pdf/548910PUB0EPI11C10Dislosed061312010.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/7321/wps4349.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.amherst.edu/system/files/media/0100/IPCPovertyInFocus13.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/palgrave.ces.8100062
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/451061468746735019/pdf/multi0page.pdf
https://docs.iza.org/dp18670.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstreams/1a92fc33-55ca-482d-8995-e7fd766cce9e/download
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstreams/275c83c5-ea1e-4bf1-b839-baf47a2c042b/download
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstreams/957d6c40-a137-462c-8d15-a285d286027b/download
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/329e4b92-9395-4d85-8d82-499b1f20903d/content
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/missing-jobs-are-a-conversion-problem/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/9ee6cfc4-88e4-416b-8170-61aabcb3936e/content
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/9ee6cfc4-88e4-416b-8170-61aabcb3936e/content
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099606307042537643/pdf/IDU-c8e79846-21ea-45e8-a4f9-7cfda6601d15.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099602007042534809/pdf/IDU-59f9b256-aa1e-4d1d-a5d9-4d0bdc6e93a0.pdf
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Identification of an Expanded Inventory of Green Job Titles through AI-Driven Text 
Mining, with Michał Paliński, Güneş Aşık, Tomasz Gajderowicz, Maciej Jakubowski, and Efşan 
Nas Özen, Discussion Paper 17286, Institute of Labor Studies (IZA), September 2024. working 

paper | blog 
 

Mining Spillovers and the Formal-Informal Duality in Manufacturing and Services, with 
Saumik Paul, Working Paper 2024/6, United Nations University World Institute for Development 
Economics Research (UNU-WIDER), February 2024. working paper 
 
Nonlinear Propagation of Sectoral Productivity Shocks with Variable Elasticities of 
Substitution, with Saumik Paul, Discussion Paper 16611, Institute of Labor Studies (IZA), 
November 2023. working paper 

 
Sectoral Productivity Shock, Regional Differences in Intersectoral Linkages, and Structural 
Transformation in Ghana, with Saumik Paul, Policy Research Working Paper 10446, World Bank, 
May 2023. working paper | earlier working paper version at IZA 
 
The Financial Risk Protection Provided by Ghana’s National Health Insurance Scheme, 
with Stephen D. Younger, Policy Research Working Paper 10073, World Bank, June 2022. working 
paper 
 
Social Assistance Programs and Household Welfare in Eswatini, with Stephen D. Younger, 
Social Protection and Jobs Discussion Paper 2106, World Bank, June 2021. working paper |  brief  
 
Structural Transformation and Labor Market Performance in Ghana, with Mpumelelo 
Nxumalo, Jobs Working Paper 55, World Bank, November 2020. working paper | brief  

 
Covariate Shocks and Child Undernutrition: Review of Evidence from Low- and Middle-
Income Countries, with Zelalem Debebe, Policy Research Working Paper 9273, World Bank, June 
2020. working paper  
 
Effects over the Life of a Program: Evidence from an Education Conditional Cash Transfer 
Program for Girls, with Esha Chhabra and Fatima Najeeb, Policy Research Working Paper 9094, 
World Bank, December 2019. working paper 
 
Feeding of Infants and Young Children in South Asia, with Harriet Torlesse, Policy Research 
Working Paper 8655, World Bank, November 2018. working paper 

 
Youth Labor Skill Training in Nepal, Jobs Working Paper 11, World Bank, January 2018. 
working paper 
 
Child Undernutrition in Pakistan: What Do We Know?,  with Ritika D’Souza, Policy Research 
Working Paper 8049, World Bank, May 2017. working paper 

 

https://docs.iza.org/dp17286.pdf
https://docs.iza.org/dp17286.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/investinpeople/identifying-and-exploring-the-diversity-and-growth-of-green-jobs
https://www.wider.unu.edu/sites/default/files/Publications/Working-paper/PDF/wp2024-6-mining-spillovers-formal-informal-duality-manufacturing-services.pdf
https://docs.iza.org/dp16611.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099705105162321202/pdf/IDU03a2c0a2306003046640bd0507698741d2d9c.pdf
https://docs.iza.org/dp15461.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/37514/IDU087388de301bc904e7b080ac06c27cac5ab5b.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/37514/IDU087388de301bc904e7b080ac06c27cac5ab5b.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35747/Social-Assistance-Programs-and-Household-Welfare-in-Eswatini.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/36769/P17217509f186709d09a1c04ddec035b4bf.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34849/Structural-Transformation-and-Labor-Market-Performance-in-Ghana.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34849/75636_study.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/33875/Covariate-Shocks-and-Child-Undernutrition-A-Review-of-Evidence-from-Low-and-Middle-Income-Countries.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/33102/Effects-over-the-Life-of-a-Program-Evidence-from-an-Education-Conditional-Cash-Transfer-Program-for-Girls.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/30928/WPS8655.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29262/NWP-P156694-PUBLIC.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/26501/WPS8049.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Short-Run Learning Dynamics Under a Test-Based Accountability System: Evidence from 
Pakistan, with Felipe Barrera-Osorio, Policy Research Working Paper 5465, World Bank, 
November 2010. working paper 
 
Child Labor Across the Developing World: Patterns and Correlations, with Jean Fares, Policy 
Research Working Paper 4119, World Bank, February 2007. Background Paper for the World 
Development Report 2007: Development and the Next Generation. working paper 
 
Effectiveness of Lending for Vocational Education and Training: Lessons from World Bank 
Experience, with Sudarshan Canagarajah, Amit Dar, and Rikke Nording, Social Protection 
Discussion Paper 222, World Bank, September 2002. working paper 

 
Income Support Systems for the Unemployed: Issues and Options, with Milan Vodopivec, 
Social Protection Discussion Paper 214, World Bank, March 2002. working paper 

 
The Informal Sector Revisited: A Synthesis Across Space and Time, with Niels-Hugo Blunch 
and Sudarshan Canagarajah, Social Protection Discussion Paper 119, World Bank, July 2001. 
working paper 
 
Unpublished Manuscripts 
 
Platform-Enabled Gig Work in Ghana, with Mpumelelo Nxumalo, 2022. 
 
Searching for STARs in Ghana, with Mpumelelo Nxumalo, 2022. 
 
Exploring Universal Basic Income for India and the South Asia Region, with Ugo Gentilini, 2020. 

 
Early Childhood Development in South Asia, 2020. 

 
Private Tutoring in South Asia, with Ritika D’Souza, 2017.  

  
Teacher Beliefs, Behavior, and Performance Pay, 2015. 

 
Teacher Correlates of Student Academic Achievement in Pakistan, with Felipe Barrera-Osorio and 
Alejandro J. Ganimian, 2014.  
 
The Effects of Accountability-Based Public Subsidies to Low-Cost Private Schools, with Felipe 
Barrera-Osorio, 2013. 

 
Measuring Risk and Opportunity in Human Development: An Application to Child School 
Participation in Pakistan, with Eliana Carranza, 2012. 

 
The Impacts of Differential Changes in Benefit Levels on Female Enrollment: Evidence from a 
Gender-Targeted CCT Program in Pakistan, with Felipe Barrera-Osorio, 2012. 
 
Academic Achievement of Government School Students in Pakistan: Evidence from Large-Scale 
Administrative Data, with Salman Asim, 2011. 

 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/3946/WPS5465.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/7150/wps4119.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/231681468767383619/pdf/multi0page.pdf
https://imagebank2.worldbank.org/Search/2163648
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/496711468766544695/pdf/multi0page.pdf
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Fertility, Contraceptive Use, and Women’s Labor Force Participation in Niger, with Andrew 
Morrison, 2007. 

 
Assessing Current and Changing Labor Market Conditions in Brazil, with Gary S. Fields, 2007. 

 
The Effects of Child Work: A Review of Evidence, 2006. 

 
The Effects of Conditional Cash Transfer Programs on Child Work: A Review of Evidence, 2006. 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, United States 
Ph.D., Economics, 2006 
Fields: Development Economics, Labor Economics, and Public Policy Analysis 
Dissertation: Essays in the Economics of Harmful Child Labor 
Committee: Gary Fields, Kaushik Basu, Nancy Chau, and George Jakubson 
 
Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa, United States 
B.A. (with honors), Economics, 1997 
Interdisciplinary concentration: Global Development 
 
 
EXTERNAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
Associate Director, Association for Mentoring and Inclusion in Economics 
Research Fellow, Institute of Labor Economics (IZA) 

https://econmentoring.org/
https://www.iza.org/

