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Personal info

Born on 30 March, 1981 in Cosenza (Italy). Married, one daughter.

Employment (current and previous)

Full Professor of Public Economics, University of Calabria Jan 2023-
Full Professor of Economic Policy, “Magna Graecia” University 2021-2022
Associate Professor of Public Economics, “Magna Graecia” University 2018—Sept. 2021
Associate Professor of Public Economics, University of Salerno 2017-2018
Assistant Professor of Public Economics, University of Salerno 20112017

Affiliations & other appointments

Director, Center for Studies on Society, Health and Place, University of Calabria 2024~
Research Fellow, RWI-Leibniz Institute for Economic Research 2021-
Research Fellow, IZA (Institute of Labor Economics) 2020—
Research Fellow, Global Labor Organization (GLO) 2020—
External Affiliate, HEDG, University of York 2011

Visiting appointments

Visiting Professor, Department of Economics, Lancaster University 2019-2020

Visiting Scholar, ISER, University of Essex Oct. 2012

Visiting undergraduate, University of Roskilde 2002-2003
Education

Ph.D. Specialization in Health Economics and Policy (2008)
Swiss School of Public Health, SSPH+-, University of Lausanne
Ph.D. Applied Economics (2005-2008)

University of Calabria

B.A. Business and Economics (2003)

University of Calabria, Final grade: 110/110

Professional services

Associate Editor, Health Economics 2025—
Associate Editor, Ozford Open Economics 2021-
Editorial Board, Economics and Human Biology 2018~
Editorial Board, Politica Economica—Journal of Economic Policy 2020-2023

Member-elect of the steering committee of the Italian Health Economics Association 2017-2023
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Recognitions and awards

Prize for Outstanding scientific achievements at RWI (2024)

Most read paper 2018-2019, Ozford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics (2020)

Most read paper 2019-2020, Health Economics (2020)

“Top Reviewer” for Health Policy and Planning (LSHTM) (2019)

“Outstanding Reviewer” for Economics and Human Biology (2018)

AIES (Italian Health Economics Association) young researcher prize (2010)

Epicarmo Corbino award for the best undergraduate dissertation in Public Economics within Italian
Southern universities (2005)

IDEAS/Repec rankings: top 7% Economists Worldwide, Average Rank Score (Last 10 Years), as of
Nov 2025

Teaching

University of Calabria (2008-2009; 2023-): Economic Policy; Italian Economy; Mathematical
Economics; Public Economics; Health Economics and Social Policy

La Sapienza University of Rome (2008-2010): Health Economics (Master)

University of Salerno (2011-2019): Public Economics; Public Finance (Master); Public Policy;
Microeconomics; Public Economics & Policy Evaluation (PhD)

Lancaster University (2019-2020): Health Economics

“Magna Graecia” University, Catanzaro (2019-2023): Economics; Policy Evaluation; Public Eco-
nomics; Health Economics

Publications

Targeting and Effectiveness of Location-Based Policies (with Guido de Blasio, Antonella Rita
Ferrara, Rosanna Nistico), Journal of Regional Science, in press. DOI: 10.1111/jors.70054

Disability Insurance as a Complement to Labor Income: Evidence From Italian Administrative
Data (with F. Zantomio, M. Belloni, E. Farina, I. Simonetti), Health Economics, in press. DOI:
10.1002/hec. 70072

Health’s Kitchen: TV, Edutaintment and Nutrition (with F. Principe), Journal of Human Resources,
in press. DOI: 10.3368/jhr.1022-12608R2

Healthy ageing for all? A health growth incidence curve approach. (with V. Carrieri, A. Jones and
M. Speziali), Ozford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics. Forthcoming.

Beyond GDP: Assessing the Impact of the 2007-13 EU Cohesion Policy, Regional Studies, 2024,
1-21 (with G. Albanese, A. Ferrara, M. Speziali)

Effects of organized screening program on breast cancer screening, incidence, and mortality in
Europe, Journal of Health Economics, 2023, 92: 102803 (with S. Guthmuller and A. Wuebker)

Trust and COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy, Scientific Reports—Nature 13, 9245, 2023 (with S. Guthmuller
and A. Wuebker)

Equality of opportunity and the expansion of higher education in the UK, Review of Income and
Wealth, 2022 (First published: 11 August 2022)

WHO and for how long? An empirical analysis of the consumers’ response to red meat warning,
Food Policy, 2022, 108, 102231 (with F. Principe)

The health-economy trade-off during the Covid-19 pandemic: Communication matters, PLoS ONE,
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2021, 16(9): 0256103 (with M. De Paola and F. Gioia)

Predicting vaccine hesitancy from area-level indicators: A machine learning approach, Health
Economics, 30(12): 3248-3256 (with R. Lagravinese and G. Resce)

Do-it-Yourself medicine? The impact of (unintended) light cannabis liberalization on drug prescrip-
tions in Italy, Journal of Health Economics, 2020, 74, 102371 (with F. Principe and L. Madio)

A Latent Class Approach to Inequity in Health Using Biomarker Data, Health Economics, 2020,
29(7): 808-826 (with A. Davillas and A. M. Jones)

Productivity shocks and labour market outcomes for top earners: evidence from Italian Serie A,
Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, 2020, 82(3): 549-576 (with F. Principe and A. M.
Jones)

Vaccine Hesitancy and (Fake) News: Quasi-Experimental Evidence from Italy, Health Economics,
2019, 28: 1377-1382 (with F. Principe and L. Madio)

Light cannabis and organised crime. Evidence from (unintended) liberalization in Italy, Furopean
Economic Review, 2019, 113: 63-76 (with F. Principe and L. Madio)

Intergenerational transmission of nicotine within families: have e-cigarettes influenced passive
smoking? Fconomics and Human Biology, 2018, 31: 83-93 (with A. M. Jones)

Inequality of opportunity in health: A decomposition-based approach, Health Economics, 2018, 27:
1981-1995 (with A. M. Jones)

What makes you ’super-rich’? New evidence from an analysis of football players’ wages, Oxford
Economic Papers, 2018, 1-24 (with F. Principe, M. Raitano)

The income-health relationship ’beyond the mean’: New evidence from biomarkers, Health Eco-
nomics, 2017, 26(7): 937-956 (with A. M. Jones)

Home Sweet Home? Public Financing and Inequalities in the use of Home Care Services in Europe,
Fiscal Studies, 2017, 38: 445468 (with C. Di Novi, C. Orso)

Smoking for the poor and vaping for the rich? Distributional concerns for novel nicotine delivery
systems, Economics Letters, 2016, 149: 71-74 (with A. M. Jones)

Quasi-experimental evidence on the effects of health information on preventive behaviour in Europe,
Ozford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, 2016, 78(6) (with A. Wuebker)

On the causal effects of selective admission policies on students’ performances. Evidence from a
quasi-experiment in a large Italian University, Ozford Economic Papers, 2015, 67(4): 1034-1056
(with M. D’Amato, R. Zotti)

Assessing inequalities in preventive care use in Europe, Health Policy, 2013, 113(3): 247-257 (with
A. Wuebker)

Health in the cities: when the neighbourhood matters more than income, Journal of Health
Economics, 2013, 32(1): 1-11 (with M. Bilger)

Height and subjective well-being in Italy, Economics and Human Biology, 2012, 10: 289-298 (with
M. De Paola)



Other publications

Insecure, sick and unhappy? Well-being consequences of temporary employment, IZA—Research in
Labor Economics, 2014, 40: 157-193 (with C. Di Novi, R. Jacobs, S. Robone)

Preventive care: underused even when free. Is there something else at work?, Applied Economics,
2013, 45: 239-253 (with M. Bilger)

Social Comparison and Subjective well-being: Does the Health of others matter?, Bulletin of
Economic Research, 2012, 64(1): 31-55

I working poor in Italia: quanti sono, chi sono e quanto sono poveri?, Italian Journal of Social
Policy, 2/2012, 71-96

Place of Residence and Health: Empirical Evidence From Italy, Rivista Italiana Degli Economisti,
2011, XVI(3): 383-409 (with M. Bilger)

The Effects of Cost-Sharing in Health Care: What Do We Know From Empirical Evidence?,
Economia Politica—Journal of Analytical and Institutional Economics, 2010, XXVII(2): 351-374

Searching for New Ways to Finance National Health Services: A Note on the Role of Cost Sharing,
Journal of Public Finance and Public Choice, 2008, 2-3: 109-122 (with E. Granaglia)

Disuguaglianze di salute e condizioni socio-economiche in Italia: Esiste una questione meridionale?,
Politiche sanitarie, 2008, 9(1): 15-24

Book chapters

Empirical health economics for evidence-based policies: some lessons from Italy, in Baltagi, B.,
Moscone F. (Eds), Recent Developments in Health Econometrics, A Volume in Honour of Andrew
Jones, chapter 5 (with F. Principe)

“Salute e Sanita”. In Guido de Blasio, Antonio Nicita, Fabio Pammolli (eds.), Evidence-based policy.
Politiche pubbliche basate sull’evidenza scientifica per un’ltalia migliore, 2021, Bologna: I1 Mulino
(with F. Principe and F. Pammolli)

“Il sostegno al reddito dei lavoratori poveri”. In Valeria Fargion e Elisabetta Gualmini (Eds), Tra
Uincudine e il martello. Regioni e nuovi rischi sociali in tempo di crisi, pp. 193—228, Bologna: Il
Mulino (with A. Castaldo, E. Granaglia)

“Le compartecipazioni come strumento di finanziamento della sanita: Una strada percorribile?” in
Pizzuti, F.R. (ed.), Rapporto Sullo Stato sociale 2010— La grande crisi del 2008 e il welfare state,
pp- 193-202, Academia Universa Press, Milano

“La spesa socio-assistenziale dei comuni Italiani”. In Commissione D’Indagine sull’esclusione sociale
(ed.), Rapporto sulle politiche contro la povertd e l’esclusione sociale 2009-2010, pp. 193-201, Roma
(with L. Elia)

Conference presentations

2025 Italian Society of Public Economics (SIEP), 7th Dondena Workshop

2024 Young Economists Meeting, Keynote Speaker, 30-31 May, Brno; Italian Society of Public
Economics (SIEP)

2023 Ttalian Society of Public Economics (SIEP); Italian Society of Regional Science (AISRE)
2022 International workshop of applied economics of education (IWAEE); Italian Society of Public
Economics (SIEP); Italian Health Economics Association (AIES)



2021 Ttalian Economic Association (SIE); Italian Health Economics Association (AIES)

2020 Italian Health Economics Association (AIES)

2019 Ttalian Health Economics Association (AIES)

2018 European Health Economics Association PhD-Supervisor conference; Italian Health Economics
Association (AIES)

2017 Italian Health Economics Association (AIES); Italian Association of Labour Economists
(AIEL); Italian Economic Association (SIE)

2016 Italian Health Economics Association (AIES); Panel discussant of Prof. Angus Deaton talk at
Uniba-for-G7 (11-05-2016)

2015 Italian Health Economics Association (AIES); Italian Congress of Econometrics and Empirical
Economics (ICEEE)

2014 Ttalian Society of Public Economics (SIEP)

2013 Italian Economic Association (SIE); Italian Health Economics Association (AIES)

2012 European Workshop on Econometrics and Health Economics; Italian Society of Public
Economics (SIEP)

2011 Royal Economic Society (RES); Italian Economic Association (SIE); Italian Health Economics
Association (AIES)

2010 Ttalian Economic Association (SIE); Italian Health Economics Association (AIES)

2009 Swiss School of Public Health Annual PhD Seminar; Italian Health Economics Association
(AIES)

2008 Ttalian Health Economics Association (AIES)

2007 Italian Health Economics Association (AIES)

Seminar presentations

JRC-European Commission; RWI-Leibniz Institute for Economic Research; University of York; Uni-
versita di Pavia; CERGAS-Bocconi; Universita di Torino; CINCH (Competent in competition+Health)—
University of Duisburg-Essen; COHERE (Centre of Health Economics Research)-University of
Southern Denmark; Universita di Verona; Universita degli Studi “Roma Tre”; Universita della
Calabria.

Organization of scientific meetings

Member of the scientific board, International Workshop on Applied Economics of Education
(IWAEE) (2020-)

Member of the scientific board, Annual Conference of the Italian Health Economics Association
(AIES) (2016)

Organizer, I Workshop on “Global health and policies”, XXI Annual (2015)

Member of the Scientific Board, IV Workshop ME@Ravello; VI Summer School in Development
Economics (2014)

Grants

PRIN (Progetti di Ricerca di Interesse Nazionale)-PNRR grant, project “The economic returns
and distributional effects of Hospital Public Spending for Technological Progress in Health Care”.
Coordinator of the research unit (2022)

PRIN grant, project “Reconciling efficiency and equity in the italian health care system after the
pandemic crisis”. Member of the research unit (2022)

PRIN grant, project “Public Policy Evaluation in the Wake of the Great Recession”. Member of
the research unit. Award: 250,000 euros (2019)

FARB (Finanziamento di Ateneo per la Ricerca di base) by the University of Salerno. Award:
20,000 euros (2011-2019)



Young Research Program by the University of Calabria. Award: 20,000 euros (2007)



Refereeing

Economic Journal*, Journal of Health Economics**, Health Economics***, Journal of Human
Resources, Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, Social Science and Medicine, Economics
and Human Biology***, Journal of Economic Behaviour and Organization, Food Policy, PLOS ONE,
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Vaccine®, Food Policy, Social Choice and Welfare, The
B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis and Policy, Health Policy*, Economic Inquiry, American Journal
of Health Economics, European Journal of Health Economics, Kyklos, Southern Economic Journal,
Health Policy and Planning, Bulletin of Economic Research, British Medical Journal.

*>2 referee reports  **>3 referee reports  ***>5 referee reports



